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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed on March 4, 2003, with the term for reply 
extended one month, up to and including July 7, 2003 (since July 4, 2003 is a national holiday), 
please amend the application as follows: 
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REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 



It is respectfully requested that the period for reply to the March 4, 2003 Office 



Action be extended one month, i.e. up to and including July 7, 2003 (since July 4 is a national 
holiday). A check for $55.00 is enclosed. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fee required for consideration of the extension, or any other fee occasioned by this 
paper, or credit any overpayment in such fees, to Deposit Account No. 50-0320. 



surrender of subject matter and without any intention to create any estoppel as to equivalents as 
follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 12, without prejudice, without admission, 
without surrender of subject matter, and without any intention to create any estoppel as to 
equivalents as follows: 



in need thereof comprising administering ribavirin (RBV) or RBV and interferon-alpha (IFN), 
wherein the improvement comprises administering Erythropoetin (EPO) [or a vector that 
expresses EPO in vivo,] concomitantly or sequentially or via co-administration with the RBV or 
with the RBV and IFN. 



AMENDMENT 



Kindly amend the application, without prejudice, without admission, without 



1. 



(Amended) A method for treating hepatitis C in a n HIV-negative patient 



2 



00136019 



